
About Deeds Not Words 
 
Our 17 college and high school campus programs provide real world advocacy training             
for young women. We work with our #Changemakers beyond a one-time action to help              
them grow in their new role as activists and become leaders in their communities. We               
are working to drive a sustainable momentum of activists who will help shape policy              
over the long term in order to realize the fullest opportunity for themselves and future               
generations. To date, we have built programs focused on human trafficking and sexual             
assault reforms and, in this legislative session, will continue focusing on those issues             
while adding to our FEM-Z legislative agenda the growing problem of maternal mortality,             
menstrual equity and more. 

We’ve always believed that empowering young women around issue advocacy is an            
important first step to increasing their appreciation for and connection to the political             
process. Our goal is to help young women drive change today, while gaining the skills               
to become the leaders of tomorrow. 
 

 
Mission 

Galvanizing the power of young women through organizing, policy-making, and voting. 

Vision 

Deeds not words is an intersectional community that stands for women’s social and             
economic opportunity, access to reproductive health, freedom from sexual assault, and           
equal representation in every space and at every level. Founded by Wendy Davis and              
led by YOUth, we’re uniting women to push progress forward — not through talk.              
Through deeds. 

 



Issues 

Reproductive Rights.  
Deeds Not Words is proud to be a part of a statewide coalition supporting women’s               
reproductive rights. The “Trust, Respect, Access” coalition: Trusts Texans to make           
their own reproductive health care decisions, including the timing and spacing of their             
children; Respects the dignity of Texans to make their own health care decisions, and              
the medical and ethical judgment of health care professionals about the care each             
patient needs; and believes in Access to abortion for all Texans and that all families               
should have the support they need to thrive. 

Our legislative agenda centers around these ideals, supporting proactive positions to           
guarantee them and defending against efforts to further unwind them. 

We are particularly focused on the reproductive freedoms and rights of young women to              
reproductive autonomy, including access to accurate, scientifically based sex education          
programs and affordable or no-cost access to contraception. Deeds advocates will work            
to reduce teen pregnancy through access to information and contraceptive care. 

 

Rapekit Backlog.  
While progress is being made, there is still a tremendous amount of work to be done to                 
test the backlog and to assure that, on a go-forward basis, sexual assault evidence kits               
are tested on a timely basis. 

We are proud to be part of a state-wide sexual assault task force led by State                
Representative Victoria Neave, seeking to provide a myriad of solutions for how to             
best provide justice for rape survivors. From, more sensitive intake by police, to             
evidence collection capacities in medical facilities, to better funding and systems for            
testing sexual assault evidence, to better tracking of that evidence, to timely use of that               
evidence and to removing statute of limitations barriers that prevent ultimate           
prosecution of assailants. 



Our advocates made good progress on these issues in the 2017 legislative session,             
successfully advocating for the passage of a laws creating a new way to raise funds for                
testing the backlog and supporting the Representative Howard’s creation of a tracking            
system that provides real time data on the testing status of a collected rape kit for use                 
by both victims and law enforcement. 

 

Menstrual Equity.  
Recognizing that lack of access to affordable menstrual products creates health risks            
and a higher level of absenteeism from work and school for women living in poverty. We                
believe that state “tampon taxes” are inequitable and create a public health risk that              
can, and should be avoided. We believe that menstrual products should be provided for              
free in public schools, at municipal public facilities and at homeless shelters run by              
counties and/or municipalities. Our advocates are working on a proactive agenda to            
create menstrual equity at every level of governance and we are proud to support those               
efforts. 

● More than 137,700 girls have missed school in the last year because they             
couldn’t afford menstrual products. 

● In a report of 500 girls aged 10 to 18, seven percent have been forced to skip                 
school during their period and the average number of days of school missed is              
five. 

● 1 out of 4 of all girls have at some point been forced to use tissues or cotton                  
wool, or double up on underwear, as they have not had the appropriate             
protection. 

 

Ending Campus Sexual Assault.  
A recent study conducted by the University of Texas System revealed that 1 in 4 of their                 
students had experienced unwanted sexual contact and/or assault while attending          
classes at one of their campuses. This information tracks with previously reported data             
regarding the incidence of sexual assault on college campuses across the country. We             



believe that ending campus sexual assault requires a two-pronged approach that is            
focused on both prevention and response.  

Prevention 
Working with organizations such as End Rape on Campus, Know Your IX, Not On My               
Campus, and Victims Against Violence, we are focused on bringing best practices for             
prevention programs to our institutions of higher education, working at the           
administrative level to accomplish better policies and systems for educating student           
populations on state-of-the art prevention programs. 
 
Response 
Against the backdrop of a presidential administration that has worked to weaken Title             
IX’s protections against sexual assault on college campuses, we are working to support             
state lawmakers who are striving to re-institute better and more proactive standards at             
the state level. #WeBelieve survivors and support a standard of review for assault             
allegations that creates a supportive environment for survivors to come forward and to             
receive a just response to their claims. 

 

 



Our Work 

Last session, we were proud that our Deeds’ advocates were instrumental in supporting             
the passage of key legislation to create a safer environment through which students             
could report instances of sexual assault, whether as victims or as active bystanders.             
Going forward, we will continue to advocate for an increasingly supportive environment            
for reporting and will oppose efforts to weaken the due process rights of victims. 

Our Legislative Agenda 
Our #Changemaker advocates will be working hard to support the following pre-filed            
bills and will add more as the session progresses: 

SB 146- Senator Rodriguez: Relating to a sales and use tax exemption for certain feminine               
hygiene products.  

SB 149- Senator Rodriguez: Relating to the capacity of certain minors to consent to              
examination or medical treatment related to childbirth and contraception.  

SB 46- Senator Zaffirini: Relating to the prohibition against sexual harassment in the             
workplace.  

SB 72- Senator Nelson: Relating to the establishment of a human trafficking prevention             
coordinating council.  

SB 97- Senator Menendez: Relating to the prosecution of the criminal offense of unlawful              
disclosure or promotion of intimate visual material.  

SB 142- Senator Rodriguez: Relating to the availability of school counselors at public             
campuses.  

SB 151- Senator Rodriguez | Rep. Hinojosa | Sen. Whitmire: Relating to the prohibition of               
discrimination based on sexual orientation, expression, or identity.  

SB 209- Senator Rodriguez: Relating to providing social work services in public schools.  



SB 212- Senator Huffman: Relating to a reporting requirement for certain incidents of sexual              
harassment, assault, or abuse creating a criminal offense; authorizing administrative penalties.  

SJR 6- Senator Rodriguez: Proposing a constitutional amendment establishing the Sexual           
Harassment Oversight Commission.  

HB 85- Representative Gonzalez: Relating to the prosecution of the offense of indecency with              
a child.  

HB 111- Representative Gonzalez: Relating to training for employees of school districts and             
open-enrollment charter schools on the prevention of sexual abuse, trafficking, and other            
maltreatment of children.  

HB 152- Representative Minjarez: Relating to the collection, storage, and analysis of sexual             
assault evidence.  

HB 170- Representative Bernal: Relating to coverage for mammography under certain health            
benefit plans.  

HB 198- Representative Thierry: Relating to providing mental health services and mental            
health education to public school students at school-based health centers.  

HB 204- Representative Thierry: Relating to the inclusion of instruction about mental health in              
the required curriculum for public school students.  

HB 253- Representative Farrar: Relating to a strategic plan to address postpartum depression.  

HB 282- Representative Neave: Relating to education and training for peace officers regarding             
trauma-informed interviewing of victims of sexual assault.  

HB 309- Representative Moody: Relating to the creation of the criminal offense of indecent              
assault, to judicial protection for victims of that offense and certain criminal acts committed in               
relation to that offense.  

HB 315- Representative Howard: Relating to a sale and use tax exemption for condoms.  

HB 324- Representative Murr: Relating to the prosecution of the criminal offense of improper              
relationship between educator and student.  



HB 366- Representative Gonzalez: Relating to healthy relationship education in public           
schools.  

HB 401- Representative Neave: Requires the Office of the Attorney General to create a TX                
Sexual Assault Evidentiary Council to recommend a standardized sexual assault kit as well as              
statewide protocols for forensic medical examinations. 

HB 471- Representative Thierry: Relating to required suicide prevention training for certain            
health care practitioners.  

HB 517- Representative Israel: Relating to unprofessional conduct by mental health providers            
who attempt to change the sexual orientation of a child.  

HB 524- Representative Neave: Requires colleges/universities to create a transcript notation           
policy for students who have been found to have violated the institution ’s code of conduct by                 
committing a sex offense.  

HB 531- Representative Miller; Relating to the retention by hospitals and physicians of             
medical records of a sexual assault victim.  

HB 541- Representative Gonzalez: Relating to the right to express breast milk. 

HB 572- Representative Gonzalez: Relating to eligibility for unemployment compensation for           
employees who leave the workplace due to sexual harassment.  

HB 615- Representative Neave: Requires prosecutors/law enforcement in possession of a           
sexual assault kit to provide notice to victims not later than 90 days before the intended date of                  
the destruction or disposal of the victim's sexual assault kit. 

HB 616- Representative Neave: Relating to compensation for a portion of forensic medical             
examination of a sexial assault survivor and for the evidence collection kit required for              
examination.  

HB 617- Representative Neave: Relating to a study and report by the Texas Higher Education               
Coordinating Board on the response by certain public and private institutions of higher             
education to reports of sexual assault at those institutions.  

HB 618- Representative Neave: Prohibits non-disclosure agreements related to sexual assault           
/ harassment from being a condition of employment; if condition, then void. 



HB 619- Representative Neave: Removes caps for damages in civil cases for sexual             
harassment claims. 

HB 449- Representative Turner: Relating to a requirement that a public or private institution of               
higher education include a disciplinary notation on a student’s transcript under certain            
circumstances.  

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Social Media 

@_DeedsNotWords 

 @DeedsNotWords 

 facebook.com/deedsnotwords/ 


